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tn\\mlmx TOYSTERS,

ANOTARLE AND IMPORTANT LEGIS-
LATIVE HEARING

At the Binte Capliol—1The Connevilonl Oys-
tor Growers' Associntion Iepresonted by i
Largo Delegntion—Testhinony of Fromi-
nent Men,

Al important hearing upon the oys-
ter Intereats of the atate {ook ploce be-
fors the flsheries committes of the gen-
eral assembly Wednesday afternoon.
The Connaelleut Oyater Growers' agso-
clution was represented by u large dele-
Eation of prominegnt oystor ETOwWers
from nearly every ghore town from New
Fluven to Greenwleh, and the Ogster-
men's Proteotive pasovintion was repre-
thelr legislitive committee.
whaole

sented. by
Both the asspclwtlons and the
oyster interest of the state wes united
in opposing the bill conaolldating the
#hell fish commission with the fisherles
commission and gams commisslon; also
in asking the genernd asgembly Lo direct
the shell flsh commission to create an
ayster police,

The hearing was conducted on  the
puart of the oyster interest by Henry C.
Rowe, president of the Connectleut Oys-
iter CGrowers' assoclation, who first
cilled W. A, Lewls, the representutive
of the Oystermen's Protective assnbla-
tion, to express the wishes of the natu-
TRl grothers, gosculled,

M. Lewis stated that in the opinion
of the associatlon he represented It
would be Injurious and fnconvenient to
the oyster Interest of the sinte that
guch & bill a2 the one connolidating the
three commigelons should be passed.
He gald: ""The oystermen and members
of our pssociation are unanimously op-
Posed to the passagie of this blll. With
rofepence to the ovster pollee bIIL I
would say that we favor s passige,
and (hink 1t would be a benefit to the
planters. Moreover they think that the
present ghell fish commigglon |s right
and proper, and do nof think it right
that they should consolldate figh, game,
et In 1t.

Mr. Colline—"Now with reference to
thit Bl touching ovster pollce—you
think It ls rlght, do you?"' Mr, Lewis—
“1 think it would he beneflelnl to the
platiters to bave g system of polles ph-
trol.”!

Mr. Collinse—"Now wvou know, Mr,
Rowe, a conslable ¢an only act tn his
own town, and a sheriff eanpot act out-
slde of his own county withotut being
deputized.” Mr. Rowe showed hy ref-
erence to the stotutes, revislon of 148§,
soction 2,400, page 628, thnt Mr. Collins
was entirely mistaken in this state-
ment."

Senator Chapman—“My. Lowls, would
the gyslermien have any objectlon to the
&hall Ml eommisglon belng hanged In
name o the 'Oyater Commigeton?" My
Liewls replled—"T don't think 1 could
answer that without consulting with
my assoclation.”

Mr., Collins questloned the right of
Mr. Lewls to represént the Oystermen's
Protective assoclation without a writ-
ten certificate that he was so nuthor-
fznd, Mr, Rowe sald—"1 would like to
gay in behalfof the State Oyster Grow-
ers’ amgoelation that a committes of
thirteen representative men was' ap-
pofrted o present the views of the as-
sociatlon, Ciaptain Tewls and Cap-
taln MeGuinness were duly appolnted
to represent thelr assoelntion, and 1t s
quite out of place for Mr, Colling to
question thelr appointment, Their
statoment that they represent thelr as-
goclntion 18 aiite sufficient before the
leglsintive committoe."

Mr, Itowa then called on Captain Mo-
Guinness of Stnmford who sald:—"It i=
In my opinfon the unanimous wish of
my pasoplation that this copsolldation
Bl be rejected. 1 think the pollee bil
ahbould be pnssed. Wi think that some-
thing ke that 1 neceseary and would
bee very beneflclal fo the oveter indus-
Iy ‘of the state, Mr. Hall ingquired—
“Why not have one gentleman from
efch agsociation represent that associn-
tton? Mr., Rowe repled, stating to the
committee—"It J& rank Impertinence for
Mr.. Hall to say who shall represent
these nssocintions. Ewvery oyster grow-
or tnthestate has far more right to ap-
pear before this committee than our
friends Mespgrs, Collins and Hall, bHe-
cuuge the nyster growers know some-
thlng nbout the matier.”

Henry C. Rowe, president of the Con-
necticul Oyster. Growers' assoclation,
Eald: I am directel by our psegcintion
committes to state thelr views and give
our rearons for them:

Twenty-five years ago n great traot of
barren sand Iay bBotween Connectiout
and New ork, covered by from twenty
to dixty feat of water, worthless ap-
parently to mrn; supposed so worthless
that no ope took the trouble to find aut
whether Connecticut or New York
owned It

Oyster cultivation was confined to the
Innd-lonked  and  protected ‘waters
Bome venturesoms men undertook to
raige oyeters In thie deep water, one,
two and three miles from land. They
were cnlled “‘fools” for risking their
money and Inbop in such a way. Peos
ple sald, "You oannot ralse oyslers
there: 1 you rafse ovsters there the
gtar-Nikh will destroy them; I you raise
them there you cannol protect them;
vou will get no titles to the ground;
New York owng to our high water mark
and 1t 18 of 1o wee to attempt any sueh
enterprige: 12 18 & onee of w fool and his
money snon narted."”

I was the earligst fool of them all In
that the records show that I took the
first designation in the deop water out-
alde of the reefe and headlands.

Wea dld have great diMcultiey,
were contesta of titles There wan
striing prejudier in the publle mind
geainst the undertaking The feeling
way strong that ovster grounds, wheth-
er artifioial or natural, should be com-
mon, - Even a leamed judge declded in
f proscoution for theft that there was
no dntent to do wrong, and acquitted
the prigoner because he gtole the oys.
ters In daylght, although thersa was no
one within balf @ mile at the time.

When we began to mest with success
there were Jealousies and envyings and
orfex of “monopualy.”

The starfish and storms destroved ten
and twenly thousernds of dollhre worth
af bup properery. The legidiature at one
time partosk of the publle prejudics,
and It was very difficult to get leglsla-

Thare

tion to protect what we had accom-
plished. Bome (imea people trigd to leg-
falate for oyater hiterests who did not
kuow the rudiments of the Industery

Bul desplte all theke difficuliies the oys-
ter Industry became o great fact
Before the shell-flsh commission was
ereated, in 1881, the Industry grew fast-
or, Wikg nuwe suceessful and more prof-
table in proportion to the outlay, than
it ever as Deen af any period sinee.

The commission sadtd In thelr first Te-
port of shell fish comnisgion: The num-
bher dependent upon the Industry does

full of thirty-tive

not probably short
hundred men.

Our geninl friend hoe challenged a
domparlasy, si you will purdon the eggo-
tHsm when we sy thit we crewoed an in-
dusgtry which has furplshed foud for
milllons of persons and’ work for thou-
sands,

We have shipped oyiters not only 1o
the gastern states; bub to the middle
giates and to the Paclfic coast, Uregon
and Washington territory; to HEnglund,
Germany and the Bermudas.

We have pald milllons of dellars in
wages to men and women ing the biyel-
to ghlp builders to bulld the Bev-

NERE;
enly steuwmers Mr. Colling alluded to;
for bullding whnryves, shops, dredges

und o hundred things whilch would tire
you to hear mentioned, wlileh we use in
our business, ‘We have pald greal sumas
of money In wages to pllots, éngineers,
shovelers, deck hands, dyster openers
both men and WwWomen—carpeniers,
builders, masons, blacksmiths, hollet
makers, engins butlders, mechanles and
artizans, and professional men of éve-
ry sort, We have sven pald considern-
ble sums to baoteriologisis to examine
oysters the past fall, to show the ab-
sitrdity of that typhold fevepr ornze—
long slnce expluded—whiclh Mr. Hall
bBrought up as a reason’ for s bl yes-
terday,

1 will not weary you with a fiaction
of the waye by which the Industry has
added to the wealth and prosperity of
the state.

Our friends alluded to the rallvosd
fares of sportsmen and ohallenged

gomparison. Why, we should say n
round numbers that the mere freight
and expressapge ehlpped in one single

day by the ovster denlers In this stpte
probably amounts to more thon all the
sportamen’s fures in o year,

I will not dwell longer on these gene-
ril adyvantages to the sigte accruing
from the Industry which we have eréi-
ted.

Among the minor and more partlcular
items, I may méentlon that we have piid
dlreotty Into the state treasury for this
once worthless ground $60,707.68, and
since we have bonght it we hwve pald in
i Alrect einte tox the sum of $80,5666.24
This, as Mr. Merwlin remarked early in
the hearing, ls entlirely Indepefidant of
our regular town, city, borbugh, school
and other taxes, which wa pay apon our
wharves, shops, stéeamers and il our
Investments In our bugineds. We have
therefore pald Into the state treasury
directly the sum of $M4L26256 for the
privilege of oreating & grent Industry,
while at the same time the state bas
been paying out grent sums for the
muintéenance of the fish & cnmisaion,
and something—T do not know how
much—for the protection of the game
Interests of the slate,

It has been producing fish for tha
gportsman to ciateh, at 18 own expense,
while we have bean paying the State ror
the privilege of ralving ovsters, and
paying it well, 1 am mnot criticlzing the
poliey of the state in g0 dping,, 1 would
not at all Intimate that it Is not good
polley,. In fact I don't want to express
nn opinlen about nny subject which 1
know 1ittle about

I hove bepn present In a walting ecu-
paelty In henrings on fitiny Nsh muttors
for twenty yenrs, much lofiger than out
genial friends have been present at oys-
ter hearings; but 1 do not know any
more about leglslation about Nnny flyh
than they do about legiglntlon on ahall-
flih: onsequently T have no suggestions
to offer na to leglsiation nhout finny
fish,

The preasent shell-Ash commiasion; nll
are agreed, in an eMolent, economienl
and proleeworthy body of stote afffalnls,
We want the committes tp distipefly
understand that the great ontlny which
was made for the shell-flsh commission
previous to 1880 was net In ahy way
chargeabls to the oysatér growers; mores
aver 1t was finally upon the affort prin-
oipally of myself, that the extravagant
and luxurinnt expendiure of the old
eommisslon—not the present men—was
out short,

Thelr appropristion was reduced by
my effort in 1880 from S100600 @ vonr tn
54,200, 0 saving to the state of over $0.-
o per year, which has amotunted =inon
It opeurred to samething over 350,000,
The oyater growers never asked for the
shell fish commiegsion {0 he crented, It
wias Ingtiiuted by the state for the pur-
poge  of diverting the vrocepds of the
nles of ground from the shore towns
to the treasury of the state; and Iater
far the purpoge of Inying and oollecting
notax upon the grounds,

The business of the commigslon e
done by the present efMclent board for
the small sum of flve hundved dollnre a
year, covering pay and expenses,

Ag 1 hefore remififlked, the dysdter In-
dustry was more proasperons hefave the
institution of the commisslon than It
ever was after s creation,

Now T have lald bBefore you spme of
the general conslderations that bear
upon thig bill; but more specitically we
preaume It I8 the Intention of this eom-
mittee, of the leglslature and of the
astate of Connectieut, to lay no obstaelen,
pnnoyances or Nindropees in the way of
{he ovster Industry.

Ona of the dutles of the clerk of shell-
fisheries 18 to make assessments on oll
ayster grounds throughout the jurladic-
tion of the state.

The clerk of shell fisharien has o
malke, an asgessment on all thege dif-
ferent lots, varying with the quality of
the ground, the depth of water and the
prevalence of gtarfish, the prohability
of Injury by storme, and many other
Incldents which T will mot now stop to
explaln. IL required o long and exten-
glve experlence Lo qualify him to do thia
work properly
The ahell-fish commissioners act as o
board of rellef. Does our genlal friend
know of any hoatrd of rellef anywhere
which g eompoged of one pergon?

If this dream of our genlal friends
should materialize—which I huve very
Httle fear will oceur—and one of them
in appointed commisgloner of game, nn-
other I8 appolnted commissloner of fin-
ny fish, and the third=he whosver ha
may—is appointed commisgioner of
ghell-fish, how would that commlssion
so constituted ever be abls to not ne s
bonrd of rellef, until they  had spent
yvears ln studying the subject of thewe
grounds?

There I8 mueh experimental legisln-
tlon endoted under this gitded dume—in
fact a vast deal of it—and by recent of-

fers of new busizess | judge vou will
have plenty of It during the next few
months, Much of it I8 refected, and
much mere repealad the next scaslon:

but this Hill of our genlal frlends has

not even the merit of belng expertmant
al. Tha combination of the flsh any
aliel fish commissions was ooce Lejed,

and was i shining and consplegous fall

urg Now It s o pEFL of Chis Bl that
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The removal of thigoflice to Hartford
would entall & great loss of time, ans
noyance and expense to the oyster in-
torents of this stale, I have procurad
lnformation [rom the olerk of shell-
Neheries, giving lden of the
amount of sueh trouble and expense ag
b would entall ipon the oyster Industry

Hea estimales the visita upon business
to Lhe lerk and commigsion at 1500 in a
yvenr, It the olice was removed to
Hartford that would entall a losa in
time and expenge to the oyster growers,
engineers and others of abput seven
dollars: pér viglt, ' an ageEregate of
13,400 B year .

An oyslter pollce should have Ile
hendgunrters on (the congt and not at
Hariford, unless they will galt the Con-
nectlout river o that we can ralse oys-
tera In it

We have shown that we have pald
inth the state treasury $141,268.78; we
have asked only for the expenditure by
the state of the pay of Inspectors
mud dumplng, $1,256.95 This I8 o ri-
doulously smull gutlay In twenty vears,
while fluny fish of the state have heen
propagnted al an expense of perbhaps
100,000 for the fishermen of the atate
and sportsmen of the state to cntceh,

Taxatlon should prooure protection by
law, Our proparty la fur less protected
thay any other In the sinte, The
groungd Is from one to four miles from
land, It §s subject, to inroads of Naw
ork vesdels nlghts; probably hund¥reds
of thousunds pof doHars warlli are stolen
out of the state yearly. We employ
private pollee, but we newd to have men
with the nuthority of the slate, to act a
sheriffs and constables, and we believa
wa deserve the pssistance of the state
in malntaining such police.

If the Netural Growihers may ask
that wall that Lhey pay into the state
Lreasury ahall be devoted to Objects
which they prapoke, why ahould not we
have deyvoled to sucly do obledt as we
propagé one-hialt of our taxes, eapeclally
when we are at present oredited on the
books of the stele more thap $140,0002

One might sy that the state has
spent much on the shgll fish commls-
glon; hut any one who i# thoroughly In-
formed may will answer that *“The
oyster growera are In nd way responsl-
Lle for that expense; never asked for
the commission, but protested agalnst
| i

What we now say 13 that If there Ig
to be Any commlisslon, leave it just as
It Is; hecause the men who are upon It
are  ahle, eMpolent, busliess-like and
economical—good for us and good for
the atnte,

We do not need to put ourselves In
the position of asking favors, for wo
feel sure that this dommittes will oo
that it 18 for the interest of the stats
to report against & bill which will ham-
por and emborrags the oystar Industry,
and to report o bill which will protect
and foster 1t

Mr. HRowe next ealled on Mr, Qeorge
€. Waldo, chalrman of the ghell-fish
cpmmission, to expresa his views. Heo
stated: “As Mr, Rowe huag' said, I am
here nt the request of the Oyster Grow-
ara assoclation and not on my own ao-
count, I slmply come here to, 2o far a8
I can, bnok up thair statement that the
oyster Industry represcted by a ling of
holdinga from Grosnwich to Branford,

Ly

sHome

gome  Esventy ' thousand peres—Iinto
which In the nelghhorhomd of from
three to five milllons have been put,

with sixty or seventy steamers employ-
Ing about, four thousand persons—Iis, te-
totnlly opposed to this move to conspil-
date the commissions, so far ng they

have expressed themselves, I wish to
state that repredentative men, rep-
resenting  nine-tenths of the tax-
pnying power of the atte and
nine-tenths of the acreage, hove

unanimousty voted agninst the eonsoll-
Antlon b1, and this committes of thir-
teen oyaler growers wers Inptruoted to
express thelr views,

S0 for as that goes I think it repre-
apnts nme-tanths of the ovater growers
of the atnte; the other tenth could have
boen gotten If thé oyater groswers had
had time to lobk them up. Therpfore 1t
I8 evident that the oyster Industry fa
opposed  to thls consolidation’ biL X
make that stnlement, but T appear, A
I sald before, to endarge (he deolara-
tion of the Oyster Growers' assoclation.

Mr, Hall has ntked why one mnan
cotld not act upon questions that arige
nd well as three? 1 don’t helleve thnt
wny man who has been on that eommin.
glon would want to necept that position
with that responsibillty. Thets cer-
talnly Is no board of rellef composed of
A fingle person 4 Connesctient,

Wih reference to the bl concerning
pollee, T would shy that I approve It
I underginnd that It I8 the idea that
thera should be co-operatlve action be-
tween the shell-fish commisglonars and
the Oyster Growers' associatibn, which
shnll result In ulilizlng whatever ap-
proprintion may be made to the best
porsibia advantoge

Mpr, Rowe: “Are you and the com-
milasinn in fovor of the prinelple of dyh-
toy pollec?! My, Waldo—="I am. The
;:l Inelple I8 not 0 new one; It has besn
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of

asgaoiation,

“T am an olfcer
Growers'

gltated s Lollows:
the State Oyater
and plso manager of the Stratford Oys-
fer gcompany. 1nmy oplolon |t would be
Injurious to the oyster lnterests to hisve
guch # bill pagsed, c¢ongolidating these
pommissions. We think we aught to
have police protection. T endorsge what

has been sald by Mi Rowe and Mr,
Smiith,”
Caplaln Willlam X, SBtevang of Roway-

ton was next called hy Mr, Rowse, and
statedt L am entirely opposed to the
panpolidation of these commissions, I
conglder the sentiment among the oye-

ter growe's s upanimous, without a
single exception, agninet the consolidus
tlof B I think the oyster ndudtry

needd pollee proteotion, I endorse all
that has been sald by My, Rowe and the
piher members of our committes," 8Bpn-
ator Chapman: “As 1 understand I,
this oyater Industry has been oreated
from nothing—from a bharren waste of
mud and sand?” Captaln  Btevens:
“Yon, I was one of the firgt to plant
shells in the deep woter off Norsvalk,"

Mr, Dumond P, Merwin of Milford
glnted: "It is the unanlmous wish and
opinion of the assechilion that this con-
aalldition Bl should be rejected, and
that police protection showld be afford-
gf] by the stale. I endorse the views of
ni® colleagues who have spoken.” BHan-
alpr Chapman: “Do you consider thmt
yaur oysler beds are very much exposed
In the nlght to Lhess depredatlons?'”
My, Merwin: "They swould be except for
oitr private watchmen which we em-
ploy."” Senator Chopman; “You congld-
er the opportunities for ill-dlsposed per-
sang Lo come unto the grounds and take
up o Inrge quantity of oysters nre very
pumerous?* Mr, Morwin: “Yes, sir"
Me, Howe: *“Isiit stlll the intentlon of
the pyaler growers to continue a sufli-
efent private watchlig to nld mnd sup-
plement the stale pollee?" My, Merwin:
"It i8 as I understand " Benntor
Chapman: “These oysiers which you
rajge are ralsed at no expense to tha
state nre they not ™' Mr. Merwin: “"That
fg gorrect” M Merwin further sald:
“The fact thiut we piy large amounta
to privite watchmen shows the negd
of polloe protectlon,”

Mr., Rowe culled upon Mr. Albert M,
Hoyt of South Norwalk, who sald: “I
smumemberof theleglsintive commitige
of the Oyster Growers' nesnelntion, and
vicg-president of the assoeintion. The
oyster growsrg arg unanimously oppog-
ed'to thla bill for consolldating the threa
commisalons, Ogater police wre neetded
for the protectlon of the Industry. I en-
dorge heartlly Lhe stitements which
hava been mude by my collengues,”

Mr., A, FL Lewls of Bridgeport statad:
*1 gndorpe the views éxpressed by the
othgr oyster growers and othier mem-
Derk of the committea, We dre heartily
In fivor of the movement the ovsater
growers have taken:—In favor of police
Bill, and against the consolidation of
the commiesipne

Mr. Rowe; “The gysler growets have
nevar askad for anything éxcepting for
the Inshectors of mpd dumping,amount-
Ing'to ohout $4,000. We believe now
that if there e (o ha_'iny comnitesion It

ought to remain ad WLl The extrava-
gant management offtHe old ghell fsh
sommission e In no wa}' ehntgeable Lo
the oyater growers, ’f‘hn commisslon
wns orented .mw.lm our wishes, and
tho appointment o meén was mado
without our u]’!prn\ nd resultdd bad-

1y."
Mr, . D I‘:lrm‘n]i‘.é' of New Ilaven
gald: T henrtlly eadorsr what Mr.

othég . members ‘of the
fammittes hnve maidd T4 1s my dpinion
that w2 nesd polike proatecton with the
authority of the gtate”

Mr. ‘'D. C. Banford-of Neéw Haven
stAt™d: “F have acted ns fleld engineer
for the shell fish commission for fours
teen yoars. 1 think T know evary oys-
tarman In the atate. T belleve that the
unanimone apinion of the oyater grow-
&rs and oystermen i@ that this conkoll-
datlon should fall, It lg 4 necesnary
ant desipable thing that the stats
phonld lend it nuthority and ald In
pollging these grounds, T ondorse all
the opinions expressed by the oyster
growera"

Mr, Marshall E. Morrls of Bridgeport
wase next ealled by Mr. Rowe, He gtnts
ed: “Tam oppoand to the passage of the
consolldation bill, and endorse the geas-
ong set forth by my collengoues. T um
In fuvor of puollee ‘protection, I think
It wotld be well to Bave all the pro-
tectlon we can get.”

Mr. Christlan Hwattz, & member of
the shell fish commission stated: "Liv-
ing In 8outh Norwnalk, where 1T have re-
sided for twenty-seven yeénrs, I have
barome morsa or legs conversant with
tha oyater Indostey.' Mr, Rwarlz sald
that He Al not think L wonld be for
the intereat of the sliike or ovster grow-
ere (o change the organization of tha
shell fish commigslon, and that ha
thaught state oyster police wera miuch
npeded and would be very helpful to
the industry, nnd that the oyster grow-
erg wore deserving of this nsstetance,

Serjptor Chapman: “Is It a fact that
the revenue brovght Into 4 community
from the aals of 100 Buslisls of ovslers

Rowe and the

thought of for al long time. The gyster
growers farma e out o mile and a half
to two miles from the shore; they can-
not watch them st a time whon bt 18
handy for aame one to come gaerofs and
ateal one, two-or five thopsand bushels,
and carry the oyslers awiy under cover
of night or fog."
Mr. Rowe: “In your apliilon the
oyvster pollee ought to be located at
Finrttord orat New Haven?" Mr, Wal-
do: "My opinlon I8 that If there ln any
change the offee sHonld go to Bridge-
port, It never should go one foot ine
land. T am not advoeating the removal
tor Bridgeport, hut I say If it 18 to be
moved It should be, In my opinion, to
Bridgoport,'

Mr, Colling took axeeplion th the aliell-
fal comnilasioner appearing before the
committee and oriticised his dolng so.
Mr. Rowe sald that the comimlssloners
appeared at his request, as he knew
that some of the committes would ke
to ricelve some Information from them.
Benntor Chapman stated; “On  bes
half of the committee T would say I am
very glnd to have Mr. Waldo hers;™
Mr. Rowe next called on Mr. Blwond
Smith of New FHaven, who sald: "I am
aomembier of the Oveter Growoers' asso-
olntion, representing men who have
Lyonght the Industry to ]I'_:i_“\!‘#‘:nf'ﬂi ton-
Altlon, 1 am oppossd to this consoll-
datlon il We think we lknow wha'l
we wianl to continue the huslness prop-
erly.

With pef
have felt

Brence Lo thé oyater pollee 1
that we Hiave been paying i
good deal of money, and that L 15 nec.
that gomething ghontld be done
to protect our lnlerests
I endoran the statements and reasons
glven by Mr. Rowe in-behalt of Lhe
ommittee.”

SESATY

5 more valuable than sevaral hundrad
dolinrs worth of manufacturad artl-
olesg 1™

Mr, Swarta: "Yea: It undoubtedly fa."
Reopresentative Charles W, Louns-
bury of Darvlen, who 1s thoroughly oon-
vargptit with the oyster (ndustey, stated
to the comrittes that It would be a
great Injury to the oyater Industry and
 very Imptroper arrangement, to mix

up the ahell fish commlasion with the
fnny fish and game. He thought I
wonld be very unwige legialntion, and
addreseed the commiiter ot length,
glvitig his repsone. Ho also strongly
advooatod the erentlon of iy oyater po-
Hee, and gave conelusive reasons why
the oyster growers were  entitled

to this conslderation on the part of the
state.

Rapregentative Ho G. Newton of Now
Hoven stnted that o his opinfon it
would ba n great inconvenlenos and dig-

pdvantiuge to the oyster growers, 1o
have the aholl Al commiesion wiited
with the dther comiilgslons, and

thought that the sphjects were g0 dig-

u"

A Flesh Forming Food,
(Artificially Digested.)
For pale, thin people. The
tired and weary feeling which
accompanies all wasting dis-
eases will be relieved at once,
the wasting will be arrested
and new healthy tissue will be
formed so that they will be-
come plump and strong. An
increase in weight will be no-
ticed at once, It isstimulating
although it contains noaleohol.
It is assimilated without di-
gestive effort, PAskoLA super-
sedes Cod Liver Oil, but
has not its repulsive taste,
You can buy it at any drug
store, Send your name to The
Pre-Digested Food Co.,, 30
Reade st., New York, and get
their interesting pamphlet.

Chnrley B, Loete & Co,,
£ Ta Briw New Huven.

and styllshly dressed young women ens-
terad the rocorder of deeds' pffice nand
askad for a marriege lleenss, and one
wus Issued to Willlam Dray and Viola
Roderlek, They sald that the marringe
Wias (o be a surprise, and requested that
nothing be sald about the granting of
the Jlgense, Then they consulted Lo-
gether and saked 1L they could be mar-
tled there. Recorder Queal hastened Lo
the telephone and called up Justice
Eberl, Before the justice arrived word
had pagsed around that d wedding was
to, opeur ahd the ropm was filled with
uninvited guests, The groom did not
religh this, neithér did the bride, nelth-
ér Aid (he brid#ws alster, who was of the
party, The door to the ldarge wvault
where the records are kept stdod Invit-
Ingly open, and the groom suld;

YJet's etep In here” and tha bridal
party entered the viaul, It whas bril-
linntly lighted and nlled with the dull
odor of musty records. The bride glanc-
ed about, frighiened a bit, but then
looked at the room and smiled sweelly,
The groom, evidently a brave mah,
wad not as nervous as the justice, who
fumbled Lo get from B8 pocket & papar
upon which he had written the words
of a glmple mirringe ceremony, The
doar Wis shut softly behind the party
and the wedding was goreened from
curloun eves,

The justice was gotting along filrly
well, and had Just réeached thal part o
the ceremony where he usked the pouple
to Joln hands, when something happen-
ed. One of the clerks had slipped to
the gwitehboard and turned off the
lights in the vault. Everything was os
black ns davkest midnight. The bride
and groom could not see ench other,
The justioe could not ses them, Tt wos
no time L0 stop o' falter, however.

“Flnd Her hand," sald the justics, and
the hands came together as though they
hnd met In the durk befote,

“By the authovity vested in me by the
lnw, I pronounes you man and wite.!

It was over, and Mr. and Mry., Dray
eame out into the llght of Aoy as happy
ng though they had been married |n
the noonday glare of & thJuH:Im‘l suns,

‘Ftunucml.

-rl ‘I‘ﬂteﬂlny “’ul
and Lowaer.
New York, Foh, 285—Fears of gold
ahipments; lquidations for London and
Iferensed pressure from bearieh sources
lead to & weak and lower market for
stocks to-day, Oporators for lower
pricos made conslderable of the high
riatea for sterling exchange and Wwere
predicting gold exports at an early date.
They werd not very definite In thelr

stntements, however, nor conld they
explain how shipments could be made
at a profit now that the Bank of Eng-
land in paying less for pold and con-
tinental exehange 18 conslderably higher
than when the recent export movement
was [ progresgs, Well known drawers
of axchange, (L should be added, are not
Algturbed by the talk of exports and
mesert that bills will be fortheoming
when required by remitters. London
was quite a wseller of International
atocks. The forsigners do not appear to
bo able to recaver from the shoolk given
by the pagsing of the Canadisn Paelflie
dividend. To-duy's sales for Huropean
account are placed at twenty Lo tweniy-
five thousand shares.

Conkplouously wemk atocks were Now
York Central, the Grangers, Balt!mors
& Ohlo, Chicago Gus, Lake Shore, Louls-
ville and Nashville, Manhattan, Jergey
Central, and Westorn Unlon, New
York Central fell 215 to 96% on uncon-
firmed rumora of an lgsue of new stook,
Northweést sold down 1 to 8734, Burllng-
tom and Quiney 1 1o G936, Roeck Islnnd 1§
to 61% and 8t Paul 1 to 684, These
stocks were Influgnced Ly the rumors
off a reduction in' the St Paul (Uvidend,
The directors do not meet until March
14 next, and nothing oMolal can be oh-
tained about the matter untll then,
Baltlmore and Ohlo declined 2% to
667, but later rallled on sémi-officind
slatements that the March Interest was
in bank and (hat the company had not
borrowed a dollar for this or any othar
purpose;.  Chlcagé Gas sold up to 724
on the electlon of R, T, Lincoln to the
preuldency of one of the subsidiary
companies, and then broke to 70% on
gales for both accounts. Loulsville and
Nashvlile apenad 1 per cent. lower al
a0, dropped tp 48% and rallled to 40,
London was & Beral seller, Linke
Shore on modoerate sales deelined 2%
to 16 Jersey Contral first ndvanced
Iu 841, thon fell to 338, and recovered
to 8494€N27. The annual report now
due will ahow, it 18 eald, only 4 per
cent, earned on the stock. Sugar was
quite strong at ong time;, and moved up
tir B20h, but In the last hour it suddenly
ran aff to 919,

After delivery hour
rallied % to 7 per cenl,, New York Cen-
tenl and Jersey Central lTeading, but
when Bugar droppetd 4 point or so the
entive st weakanad In sympathy,

Speoulation 1eft off wenl. Nel changes
dhow losses of ¥ 1o 2% per cent. To-
bacco and New Epgland gained % per

the general list

P, Btagg of Stratford then

this ofgs should be In Hartiord, and

My, Henry

almilar that it would be Impossible to
unite them to the advantage of any of
them., He algo advocated the ersation
of an oyater pollts, and was of the
opinion that oyster growers dessrved
sich recognlstion cn the part of Lhe
starsy,
Waodidsd Ton m Vault,
rom thi Kiinsns Cly Tmes,)

A murriagadn the Inky darkness of a
vault 1y something decldedly unlgue,
but that 18 the st of o wedding- theat

mirred i the urt house yestordas
marning

Aottt 1oa’elnek o dne-looking young
mun and two decldedly good-looking

cent, cach, The first numed Was

strengihened nt one time by Lhe absorp-
tion of the Conkolldated Clgaretie and
International Madhine companies,

The bond market was weil,
wisre §778, 000,

Folowing are the closing prioes ra-
ported by Prinoe & Whitely, bankers
and brokers, 40 Brondway, New York,
and 16 Center street, New Huven:
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